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Fact of the Matter 

Chad Gallant 

I
hate to admit it, but I am 
hooked. I thought it would 
pass in November, but it 

didn't. I thought it would 
subside injanuary, but it didn't. 
Here we are in March, and I 
still cannot tum away from the 

circus happening south of the border. I am glued to the coverage 
of US politics. Unfortunately, you need a cynical eye to get 
through most stories' story ... other times, you need a shovel. 

As someone that has had many great teachers growing up 
that explored bias, I understand the need to explore other points 
of view prior to taking sides. Being someone that closely follows 
politics, I am also a bit of a cynic. Therefore, I try my best to 
balance the national and international news coverage I follow 
by cycling through, CBC, BBC, CNN, Fox News, and NPR 
News, amongst others. In doing this, it becomes obvious that 
each outlet tends to report through its own lens. 

While initially learning the need to explore a story as a 
student, however, my access to information was much more 
limited then versus the information jungle which our students 
must navigate through today. Therein lies the importance of 
teachers and parents in raising media literate students that are 
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not ready to accept everything brought to them as fact. 
This information comes at students from all sides. 

Whether it be through their Facebook feeds, advertisements, 
spam emails, Twitter accounts, Snapchat, You Tube videos, or 
Google search results; students are inundated with 
information. Quite often this information is not verified and 
is designed to generate revenue by enticing people into 
clicking on a story with alluring or controversial headlines 
(click here to look 20 years younger). It then gets shared by 
peers which adds further perceived credibility to the story 
and thus continues the chain. While the majority of these 
stories are designed for profit though ad clicks, many are 
designed to spread misinformation or even hate. 

In today's classrooms, the task of teaching students to be 
critical consumers of information has become even more 
pronounced than ever. Students can no longer read with an 
acceptance of truth of what they have read or viewed, but 
instead need to be critical of everything they consume. Although 

it may be time consuming, it is important that students learn 
to crosscheck the information they come across. Far too often 
personal opinion is being mistaken for hard news as it gets 
presented online in a manner that blurs that line. A good website 
for fact checking many of the most trending international stories 
is Snopes.com. 

An eye opening activity for many students is to view how 
a single event is covered through a variety of media outlets. 
Your students may be surprised by the difference in the tone 
in which some organizations cover the news. Students must 
learn to cut through the commentary and make their own 
judgments based on actual facts, not the "Alternate facts" .... 

For those interested in finding out more about media literacy, 
or would like some ideas or lesson plans on the topic, you may 
want to visit mediasmarts.ca. MediaSmarts (formerly known 
as Media Awareness Network) is a Canadian not-for-profit 
charitable organization for digital and media literacy. On the 
MediaSmarts website, you will find a wide variety of lesson 
plans related to media literacy for all grades. 

Now back to the news! 
Chad. 
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